
fiordland & 
stewart island

wild earth travel group charters

Unforgettable journeys in Fiordland and Stewart 
Island aboard MV Strannik



Group Charters: Fiordland & Stewart Island

Let the adventure begin: Embark on your own New Zealand expedition aboard MV Strannik. Anchor overnight 
in some of the most spectacular anchorages in the world and enjoy visiting areas of cultural and natural history.  
Strannik, is available for group charters in - Fiordland and Stewart Island in 2021.

MV Strannik caters for travellers seeking an authentic travel experience with a 
small group of like-minded travellers.  We don’t publish a day by day itinerary, 
instead each of our expeditions will have very clear objectives and goals 
and you will have the opportunity to contribute to the daily planning of the 
expedition.

Our objectives are simple:
• To overwhelm and excite you with everything that Fiordland and Stewart 

Island has to offer, including the weather, seascapes, landscapes, wildlife, 
forests, history, conservation work and values. 

• To welcome you aboard as a fellow expeditioner and farewell you as a 
committed advocate for the continued protection of this amazing place.      

We will linger at the most speculator locations, and areas of cultural 
and natural history, anchoring overnight in some of the most speculator 
anchorages anywhere in the world. 

Discover the destination

All inclusive
Journey’s onboard Strannik are all inclusive. This means that what you read in 
the itinerary is included in the price, with no hidden extras or nasty surprises. 
This includes:

• Transfers to and from Strannik. For Stewart Island expeditions transfer is 
from Invercargill, for Fiordland expeditions transfer is from Te Anau.

• 2 x complimentary duffel bags per person

• All meals on board

• Complimentary beer, wine and soft drinks (limited selection available)

• Free WiFi for emails only 

On the rare occasions when there is unlisted costs this will be noted. 

Hosted by Rodney Russ
MV Strannik is owned and skippered by Rodney Russ who is a biologist, 
historian, author and adventurer. Rodney has been involved in expedition 
travel since the early 1980’s. He is an experienced expedition leader and 
conservationist throughout Fiordland, Stewart Island and the Sub Antarctic 
Islands having spent the past 50 years in the region. 



Strannik is a Russian word. It is sometimes translated 
as “Wanderer” on other occasions it is translated as 
“Pilgrim”. Strannik is a person travelling in search of 
knowledge and wisdom. There is no better word nor 
way to describe our vessel and our objectives for this 
special vessel. It has been born out of a natural curiosity 
and love of the natural world, history and travel.  It is 
designed, equipped and ready to explore the world and 
southern New Zealand.

TECHNICAL SPECS

LENGTH 78ft, 24 metres

BEAM 20.15ft, 6.3 metres

CRUISE SPEED 8 knots, max speed 10 knots

MAX PASSENGERS Up to 12 overnight in five cabins*

TENDERS Naiad 4.8 meter and a Zodiac 4.2-meter

BUILT 2017

Discover the Strannik

Cabins include private facilities with a bathroom including basin, toilet and 
shower. 8 passengers can comfortable fit within 4 twin/double cabins. Up to 
12 passengers can be accomdated by prior agreement. 
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Milford Sound to Long Sound 
(Preservation Inlet): Be overwhelmed 
by everything that Fiordland has on 
offer - weather, seascapes, landscapes, 
wildlife, forests, history (pre European 
and European), the conservation work 
and more. The ultimate itinerary if you 
have the time to explore for a once in a 
lifetime New Zealand expedition.  

DATES: 14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS
28 March - 10 April, 2021

PRICE FROM:
NZ$77,280 for charter (equates to 
NZ$9,660 per person for a group of 8)

Deep Cove (Doubtful Sound) to 
Dusky Sound: If you have limited time, 
but still want to experience Fiordland 
then consider this expedition. Doubtful 
and Dusky Sounds has everything that is 
quintessentially Fiordland. 

DATES: 6 DAYS / 5 NIGHTS
3 May - 8 May, 2021
8 May - 13 May, 2021

PRICE FROM:
NZ$31,312 for charter (equates to 
NZ$3,914 per person for a group of 8)

Deep Cove (Doubtful Sound) to Long 
Sound (Preservation Inlet): It is often 
claimed that the Southern Fiords are 
the most spectacular, they are certainly 
the most expansive, with multiple arms 
or Fiords feeding into them forming 
a labyrinth of exciting waterways and 
anchorages.
DATES: 10 DAYS / 9 NIGHTS
10 April - 19 April, 2021
13 May - 22 May, 2021

PRICE FROM:
NZ$55,920 for charter (equates to 
NZ$6,990 per person for a group of 8)

Fiordland Expeditions

Please note: MV Strannik comfortably accommodates eight passengers and is our recommendation as a group size. It is possible to accomodate up to 12 passengers 
but under agreement with Wild Earth Travel. Itineraries are a guideline for popular voyage options, we are happy to work with clients to organise a customised 

itinerary. Please also note that voyages are subject to government regulations and approvals. 



FIORDLAND IN-DEPTH: 14 DAYS

DAY 1:  JOINING THE EXPEDITION 
Enjoy complimentary transfer from your Te Anau 
accommodation to Strannik in the Milford Sound.  
It is a stunning 2.5 hour drive and a brilliant 
introduction to Fiordland.  If the weather is OK we 
plan to get underway for Bounty Haven in Bligh 
Sound. 

DAY 2 – 13: THE BEST OF FIORDLAND
We make our way south exploring each of the 
individual fiords and sounds. 

The Fiords we plan to visit include:   
• George Sound: Alice Falls, the terminus of 

the George Sound track, SW Arm.  
• Caswell Sound: American – NZ 1949 

Fiordland Expedition Hut and track to Lake 
Marchant  

• Charles Sound: Gold and Emelius Arms 
• Nancy  Sound: One of the least known and 

visited fiords 
• Thompson Sound: Northern gateway to 

Doubtful Sound, Secretary Island 
• Brashaw Sound: Precipice Cove, Gaer Arm 

and the Camelot River
• Doubtful Sound: First, Crooked and Hall 

Arms and Deep Cove   
• Dagg Sound: Anchorage Arm 
• Breaksea Sound: Gateway to Acheron 

Passage, Broughton and Vancouver Arms 
and Wet Jacket Arm  

• Dusky Sound: Pre European and early 

European History, New Zealand’s First Ship 
wreck, Resolution Island and Conservation 
Work, Dusky Bay Track and learn about the 
history of Moose in New Zealand. 

• Chalky Inlet: Edwardson and Cunaris 
Sounds, North and South Ports 

• Preservation Inlet:  Pre European history, 
Whaling Station,  Gold Mining relics, 
Puysegur Point Light House, The abandoned 
Tarawera Smelter and Long Sound. 

DAY 14: FAREWELL & DISEMBARK 
Breakfast aboard Strannik anchored at the head 
of Long Sound (Preservation Inlet) then it’s time 
for our farewells, before joining a helicopter flight 
to Te Anau.

FIORDLAND SOUTHERN FIORDS: 10 DAYS

DAY 1: JOINING THE EXPEDITION
Transfer from your Te Anau accommodation 
across Lake Manapouri and the Wilmot Pass to 
Strannik in Deep Cove. We plan to get underway 
and begin our exploration of Doubtful Sound. 

DAY 2 – 9: SOUTHERN FIORDS
It is often claimed the southern fiords are the 
most spectacular, they are certainly the most 
expansive, with multiple arms or Fiords feeding 
into them forming a labyrinth of exciting 
waterways and anchorages.  The further south 
you travel the less precipitous the surrounding 
hills are and the number of Islands within each of 
the fiords increases significantly. There is more 
human history and relics in these southern fiords. 
The journals of Captain Cook who anchored in 
Dusky Sound in 1773 gives us fascinating insights 

into the pre European history. His writings 
document his own exploration of the fiords and 
explain many of the place names. Other early 
writers like Andreas Reischek and Richard Henry 
shed light onto the unique and abundant wildlife 
that was found here.

Further south in Preservation Inlet the prospecting 
and mining period is well recorded and the relics 
and artefacts of the towns, gold mines and 
sawmills that once dotted its shores will help 
us understand this period. The rugged coastal 
landscapes of these Fiord’s are nowhere better 
experienced and appreciated than at Puysguer 
Point. 

On this expedition we will explore each of 
the southern fiords using the early journals, 

maps and diaries of the first explorers, as well 
as reports from present day researchers and 
scientists to gain a greater appreciation of these 
truly remarkable places.             

DAY 10: FAREWELL AND DISEMBARK, 
HELICOPTER FLIGHT TO TE ANAU
Breakfast aboard Strannik anchored at the head 
of Long Sound (Preservation Inlet) then it’s time 
for our farewells, before joining a helicopter flight 
to Te Anau.

There is a Northbound and a Southbound 
Expedition. This itinerary is based on 
Southbound.

FIORDLAND THE MIDDLE FIORDS: 6 DAYS

DAY 1: JOINING THE EXPEDITION
Transfer from your Te Anau accommodation 
across Lake Manapouri and the Wilmot Pass to 
your vessel Strannik in Deep Cove. We plan to get 
underway today and begin our exploration. 

DAY 2 –5: DOUBTFUL AND DUSKY SOUNDS 
Doubtful and Dusky Sounds have everything 
that is quintessentially Fiordland. It has wild 
landscapes and seascapes, a labyrinth of exciting 
waterways and anchorages for us to explore. It 

has history (arguably more than any other part 
of Fiordland), nature and a range of activities to 
suit everybody’s interests. The journals of Captain 
Cook who anchored in Dusky Sound in 1773 gives 
us fascinating insights into the pre European 
history. Other early writers like Andreas Reischek 
and Richard Henry shed light onto the unique 
and abundant wildlife that was found here. We 
will ensure that there is an opportunity to fish for 
some infamous Fiordland blue cod for dinner one 
night. 

DAY 6: FAREWELLS & DISEMBARK   
Enjoy breakfast aboard Strannik  anchored at the 
head Dusky Sound then it’s time for our farewells, 
before joining a helicopter flight back to Te Anau.

There is a Northbound and a Southbound 
Expedition. This itinerary is based on 
Southbound.  

Fiordland Expeditions



STEWART ISLAND / RAKIURA: 10 DAYS

DAY 1: JOINING THE EXPEDITION
Transfer from Invercargill to Strannik 
in Oban, Stewart Island.  With your 
knowledgeable captain we will look at 
charts and maps to discuss the objectives 
for our expedition.

Our goal is to discover a part of New 
Zealand that very few people have had the 
opportunity to see and experience.

DAY 2 – 9:  DISCOVER STEWART ISLAND
We plan to visit both Oban and Paterson 
Inlet and head to the southern parts of the 
island including:
• Port Adventure
• Lords River
• Port Pegasus
• Broad Bay

We want to discover the importance of 
these areas for the Maori, the impact of 
the European sealers and whalers, the saw 
millers and the tin miners. 

We would like to give you the opportunity 
to climb and explore some of the striking 
geographical features, such as Trig D, the 
Frazer Peaks including Gog and Magog 
as well as explore the myriad of sheltered 
bays, coves and inlets. With names like 
Smugglers Cove, Cooks Arm, Evening Cove, 
Shipbuilders Cove and Acheron Anchorage 
there is plenty to discover and learn. 

We will search for Kiwi (often seen in 
daylight), and look for other bush birds and 
of course seabirds or pelagic species. We 
will also see Fur Seals and Sealions. As for 
the forest mosaics they aren’t what you 

would expect it’s both a unique and exciting 
botanical wonderland.  

Finally, an expedition to this region wouldn’t 
be complete without at least one meal of 
legendary blue cod or if you are keen, bring 
a wetsuit as crayfish can often be found just 
with a snorkel providing the sea conditions 
are suitable.   

DAY 10:  FAREWELL & DISEMBARK 
Enjoy breakfast aboard Strannik and then 
it’s time to say our farewells. We plan to 
get you onto the first ferry from Halfmoon 
Bay to Bluff where you will be met by a 
complimentary shuttle bus and transferred 
to your accommodation or flights in 
Invercargill. 
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DATES: 10 DAYS / 9 NIGHTS
15 February - 24 February, 2021
1 March - 10 April, 2021

PRICE FROM:
Based on 8 passengers, up to 12 can 
be accommodated by agreement.
NZ$54,800 per charter
NZ$6,850 per person

Stewart Island Expedition

Please note: MV Strannik comfortably accommodates eight passengers and is our recommendation as a group size. It is possible to accomodate up to 12 passengers 
but under agreement with Wild Earth Travel. Itineraries are a guideline and based on popular voyage options, we are happy to work with clients to organise a 

customised itinerary. Please also note that voyages are subject to government regulations and approvals. 



To start your adventure contact:
Wild Earth Travel
Phone: 0800 945 3327
Email: info@wildearth-travel.com


